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We talk a lot at ThornCreek about how none of us have it all
tfogether and that God's grace to us in Christ can transform our
lives. This Generosity Journal is an effort to allow the Holy Spirit to
fransform each of us. It's a tool we've developed to help you pro-
cess through and “unpack” what it means to live a generous life.
We won't ask you to give this journal back to us because we want
you to keep it, to refer back to it, and ultimately, to reflect on the
thoughts you've had and the notes you've made.

Some of the questions asked in this journal may be easy for you to
answer. Others may fake some time to really think through, or may
not apply fo you at this stage of your life. Our hope is that, as you
spend fime thinking about the impact that you can make in and
through a prevailing church, this simple notebook will become a
catalyst for meditation:

e On what God has provided for us in Christ

e On how the world in which we live tries to crowd that out of
our lives

e On how God wants to work through you and your resources to
replicate in others what you've experienced with Christ

e On next steps to take as your faith in Him expresses itself
through love and generous living

Thanks for making fime to read through this journal. We are pray-
ing that God will use this journal fo encourage you and to equip
you to lead our church as we prevail into this next phase of our
fime together at ThornCreek. It is a privilege to be on this journey
together with you.

20 Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at
work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or
think. — Ephesians 3:20
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? God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only

Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him.
10 This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us

and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.

" Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to

love each other. 2 No one has ever seen God. But if we love each
other, God lives in us, and his love is brought to full expression in us.

-1 John 4:9-12 Circumstantially -

In what specific ways has God has been generous in demonstrat-
ing his love for me, personally?

Materially -

Describe a time when God was generous with you in each of the

following areas (whether you knew in advance of the need or not).

Spiritually -

Are there specific ways that God has used the people at ThornCreek
to be generous to you?




Are there specific lies I'm being told by Satan, my society, or myself

M !J‘![]F:j‘!l! @'///////////////‘ about how to handle wealth that are trying to choke out what God

wants to do in my life?
*The farmer plants seed by taking God's word to others. '* The

seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the mes-
sage, only fo have Satan come at once and take it away. ' The

seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and

immediately receive it with joy. 7 But since they don't have deep
roots, they don’'t last long. They fall away as soon as they have

problems or are persecuted for believing God'’s word.'® The seed

that fell among the thorns represents others who hear God'’s word,
1% but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of

this life, the lure of wealth, and the desire for other things, so no fruit

is produced. ® And the seed that fell on good soil represents those

who hear and accept God's word and produce a harvest of thirty,

sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!” —

Mark 4:14-20 What significant experiences, people, or teachings have influenced
my thinking and attitudes about generosity?

How was the subject of money handled or discussed in my home

growing up?

What, if anything gets in the way of my having a generous heart?
How is it handled or discussed in my home now, in my adult life?




To what extent do | view my giving as a meaningful act of worship?

31 What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is
for us, who can ever be against use * Since he did not spare even

his own Son but gave him up for us all, won't he also give us every-

thing else? — Romans 8:31-32

2 Jesus replied, “I assure you that when the world is made new and
the Son of Man sits upon his glorious throne, you who have been

my followers will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes

of Israel. ¥ And everyone who has given up houses or brothers or
sisters or father or mother or children or property, for my sake, will

receive a hundred times as much in return and will inherit eternal

life. % But many who are the greatest now will be least important
then, and those who seem least important now will be the greatest

then. — Matthew 19:28-30

To what extent have my thoughts and attitudes on generosity been

guided by God’s Word and the Holy Spirit?

What would it look like for me to live as God’s adopted child who is
one day going to inherit the entire earth?




8 “The rich man had to admire the dishonest rascal for being so
shrewd. And it is true that the children of this world are more shrewd
in dealing with the world around them than are the children of the
light. ? Here's the lesson: Use your worldly resources to benefit others
and make friends. Then, when your possessions are gone, they will
welcome you to an eternal home. — Luke 16:8-9

What are the potential dangers or pitfalls for me emotionally and
spiritually of having material things and increased wealth? Do they

activate any idols for me?

What giving experiences - time, talent, treasure - have brought
me the most joy? Has one of these brought me more joy than the
others? Why is that? What if anything does this suggest about God’s

purposes for me?

Have | been given much more than | really need? If so, what is God’s
purpose for my excess or abundance?

Have | asked God why He has provided me what He has—
materially—and how He wants me to use it? Do | do this consistently?

Are there things in my life | need to let go of in order to prevail for
others? For God?




19 After all, what gives us hope and joy, and what will be our proud
reward and crown as we stand before our Lord Jesus when he
returns?e It is you! 2 Yes, you are our pride and joy. — 1 Thessalonians

2:19-20

Do | see my assets as a sacred trust from God?

Have | thought about His will for me when it comes to giving both
spiritually and financially to others?

How intentional have | been developing sirategies to leave behind
not only a financial legacy to my loved ones but also a spiritual one?
Is there a verbal expression of my spiritual testimony in my will?

What am | modeling—and to whom—on handling material resources
well and living simply?

Do | feel that | have made or am making the spiritual impact on
others that | really desire to?
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3 Every time | think of you, | give thanks to my God. 4 Whenever |
pray, | make my requests for all of you with joy, ® for you have been
my partners in spreading the Good News about Christ from the
time you first heard it until now. ¢ And | am certain that God, who
began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is
finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.

7 So it is right that | should feel as | do about all of you, for you have
a special place in my heart. You share with me the special favor of
God, both in my imprisonment and in defending and confirming
the fruth of the Good News. — Philippians 1:3-7

7 "Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on
seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be
opened to you. & For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who

seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.

? "You parents—if your children ask for a loaf of bread, do you give
them a stone instead? '°Or if they ask for a fish, do you give them
a snake? Of course not! ''So if you sinful people know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Fa-
ther give good gifts to those who ask him. — Matthew 7:7-11

Are there things you need to ask God to begin to work into your
heart through His Spirit?

Fears you need to be delivered from?

Lies you need to refute?

Sins you need to confess?

Spiritual fruits you want to grow in?

Good works you want to accomplish by faith?

8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t
take credit for this; it is a gift from God. ? Salvation is not a reward
for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about
it. 1° For we are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in
Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long
ago. — Ephesians 2:8-10
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